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last time, appeared as a modern Athens,
the capital of learning and of civilization at its
highest point since the age of the Antonines ;
in general culture supreme. " The eminence
of the Papacy consisted at that time," says
P. X. Kraus, " in its leadership of Europe
in the province of art," But the same
writer grants elsewhere that, when Medicean
Rome drew admiration to its marvels, " the
religious and moral point of view was ignored
in this domain of worldly aims and ideas."
From such a mingled Renaissance to the
Sack of Rome in 1527, the stages of righteous
tragedy, purifying as by fire the rebellious
and sinful people with their rulers, may be
plainly followed, as in some prophecy of the
Old Testament, It is foreshadowed by
Savonarola's canzone of 1475 on " The
Church's Downfall."

There is another general tendency worth
observing, Mediaeval Europe had cherished
freedom. Its feudal services, chartered privi-
leges, popular franchises, .Parliaments and
Diets, had restrained the sovereign power.
Not even the Holy See could escape censure
and sometimes vehement opposition from
representative bodies. All this was rapidly
changing. The quarrels of Armagnacs and